21.03.10 - Biloela Family dot points for letters 

Choose 2 or 3 dot points to use in your letter. 
Paraphrase using your own words.
· This family represents no security threat to the community. There is no justification for keeping them locked up.
· This family have a home in Biloela – they have been an integral part of the Biloela community and the community want them back. The community has been fighting for their release for three years.
· There is strong public support for the release of this family. It is a matter of significant public interest when their home town community has been consistently calling for their release and return, and when more than 350,000 Australians have signed a petition calling for their release. The Australian community does not support the ongoing detention of this family.
· The family has now been in detention for more than 1,000 days. The two children have spent a large part of their life in detention. Ongoing detention is very traumatising and harmful to children. There is very clear medical evidence that when children are subjected to psychological trauma of this kind, that it will be detrimental to their psychological development and will have serious mental health consequences that will be lifelong 
· Children should only be held in detention when absolutely necessary and, even then, only for the shortest possible period of time.The continuing detention of these children is a total abrogation of the Minister’s duty and is tantamount to child abuse.
· The electorate will judge Minister Hawke, Minister Dutton, Prime Minister Morrisonand the Coalition Government very harshly for this deliberately cruel treatment of this family.
· Detaining the Biloela family on Christmas Island is an extraordinary and cynical waste of taxpayers’ money
Key requests (one of)
· This family should be released immediately into the community – and allowed to return to the town of Biloela where they are loved and wanted and very much part of the community
· They should be released into the community and allowed to return to Biloela while their application for protection runs its course
· This family should be released from detention, allowed to return to their home in Biloela and allowed to remain permanently in Australia


